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“ Sustainability is about living well, within certain limits…A proper understanding of the relationship between 

individual desires and the social good is vital.”                                                                      
                                                               Tim Jackson, State of the World 2008 

 
Moving beyond a culture of consumerism 

“Crisis”  is the term most often used to describe global conditions these days. The abrupt increases in food and 
energy prices and reduced availability of many resources, as well as the devastating effects of climate change 
constantly reemphasize the imbalances in our social, economic and ecological systems. Two avenues lead to 
change. One is the initiation of immediate actions to ease the pressures of the moment. Examples of this are 
appeals by international organizations for emergency funds, relief projects, etc. The other avenue is that of long 
term efforts based on collective social opinion, governmental policies, international legislation, and education. 
The Consumer Citizenship Network has followed the second path. It has focused on the proactive role of the 
consumer in the transition to more sustainable human development around the world. The research the Network 
partners have carried out has examined what motivates consumers to live and buy more responsibly. It has 
investigated how science and values are both needed to achieve understanding that results in action. The CCN has 
also recognized the importance of consultation and cooperation between producers and consumers, between 
authorities and citizens, between schools and communities.  It has investigated how consumers can access and 
evaluate information when making decisions. But the CCN work has not been limited to research. Teaching and 
learning guidelines, active learning materials and teacher training seminars, have all contributed to a growing 
awareness of what is meant by “consumer citizenship” . Parallel to this, there has emerged in the international 
community the need to define what is meant by education for sustainable consumption (ESC). Instead of limiting 
esc to simply learning how to buy “greener”  products, a wider approach has been taken in which esc encompasses 
the social, economic and ecological aspects of consumption and focuses on the relationship between individual 
desires and collective good. Education for sustainable consumption has now come to be seen as something which 
covers a wide range of themes and issues, most of which are the same themes and issues which consumer 
citizenship deals with. This was not previously the case.  In fact, the new ESC core curriculum – prepared by 
UNEP, UNESCO and the Marrakech Task Force and entitled: “Here and Now, education for sustainable 
consumption”  – contains many extensive, credited quotations from the Consumer Citizenship Guidelines vol. 1. 
Because of this development in how education for sustainable consumption is defined, encouraging education for 
sustainable consumption can be regarded as a means of supporting many of the goals of consumer citizenship.  

 

Participants at the fifth CCN International Conference held in Tallinn May 2008 



 2 

The CCN conference in Tallinn 
At the fifth international Consumer Citizenship 
Network conference 4-5 May in Tallinn, Estonia 130 
participants from 32 countries focused on how 
consumers and citizens deal with the information 
which they encounter daily and how critical 
assessment of information can be taught. 
The conference contained key note speeches, a panel 
discussion, video films, 26 papers presented, 
quizzes, a student essay competition award, 
exhibitions and social events. 
 

 
 
Teacher training seminars in Iceland and 
Estonia 
Reykjavik, March 28-29: CCN2 Task group 8 held 
another succesful national teacher training seminar 
in cooperation with the Department for Continuing 
Education at the University of Iceland and the 
Ministry of Education in Iceland. The target group 
was Icelandic life-skills teachers from upper 
secondary schools as well as from adolescent 
departments in elementary schools. A Local TV-
channel (ÍNN) interviewed Victoria Thoresen, 
Miriam O’Donoghue and Mella Cusack. The 
interview is available on the web at: 
http://www.inntv.is/Horfaáþætti/Vangaveltur/Vangaveltur
27032008/tabid/308/Default.aspx  
 
Tallinn, May 7: Task group 8, extended their stay 
one more day in the conference city in order to hold 
a teacher training seminar for 24 preschool teacher 
students from the University of Tallinn, using active 
methodology and the Images and Objects toolkit. 
 
Reykjavik, May 16: Sjöfn Guðmundsdóttir gave a 
presentation at a seminar on education for 
sustainable development at the University of 
Education in Iceland about CCN and the course, 
called Consumer Citizenship and Education for 
Sustainable Development: European Network. 
 
Proceedings from Sofia 
Proceedings of the fourth international CCN 
conference “Building Bridges” , has been printed and 
contains all the presentations from the conference, 
held in Sofia, Bulgaria as well as the description of 
the conference in general. The publication is being 

distributed to all the CCN members. If you desire 
more copies, kindly contact the CCN2 Core Unit.  
 
Task group meeting in Athens 
80 participants were gathered for task group 
meetings 21-22 January at the Harikopio University 
in Athens. The steering group meeting was held at 
the hotel, 20 January. 
 
The Images and Objects toolkit 
The active methodology toolkit “ Images and 
Objects”  of the CCN Task group 8 was presented 
and distributed to all participants in the CCN 
conference in Tallinn. The publication was 
sponsored by the CCN and the Ministry of 
Education of Ireland, who has sent a copy of the 
toolkit to all the schools in the country. This toolkit 
does not need only to be used English classes since it 
focuses on the use of images and objects and active 
methodology.  
The CCN Core Unit has the remaining copies which 
can be ordered and will be sent to you. “ Images and 
Objects”  is also available online on the CCN-
website. 

                      
 
“ Here and Now – 
Education for sustainable consumption”  
Despite increased awareness of the human impact on 
the environment and a greater focus on personal as 
well as global consequences of individual lifestyle 
choices, sustainable development and sustainable 
consumption are still not central topics in 
educational systems today. Here and Now, 
Education for Sustainable Consumption is a 
compilation of recommendations and guidelines and 
consists of three documents:  
(I) “Addressing the challenges”: is a document 
written for policy makers and contains rationale for 
education for sustainable consumption and including 
suggestions for action plans;  
(II) “Optimizing opportunities” : is for educational 
authorities, teacher trainers and teachers and 
contains core curriculum suggestions; 
 (III) “Relevant resources” : is an overview of 
resources and teaching materials providing 
references to theoretical research and practical 
materials, as well as web links.  
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This set of recommendations and guidelines for 
education for sustainable consumption has been 
compiled for the Marrakech Task Force on education 
for sustainable consumption and UNEP by Victoria 
W. Thoresen. It has been presented at the UN Round 
Table in Johannesburg, Africa and will be launched 
in Europe at the international conference in 
Bordeaux on education for sustainable development, 
27-29 October 2008.  
 
Translations of the Consumer 
Citizenship Guidelines 
The Teaching and learning Guidelines for Consumer 
Citizenship Education vol.1 in Italian are now also 
available from the CCN2 Core Unit. Kindly contact 
ccn@hihm.no if you would like to order copies. 
 
External evaluation of CCN completed  
The Eastern Norway Research Institute completed an 
external evaluation of the CCN network. The 
evaluation was based on a review of CCN 
documents and a set of interviews taken at the 
Athens CCN task group meetings. Below is the 
summary of the results: “The Consumer Citizenship 
Network is an Erasmus thematic network project, 
focusing on how the individual’s role as a consumer 
can contribute constructively to sustainable 
development. Based on a document study and 
extensive interviews, this report describes the work 
and organisation of the Consumer Citizenship 
Network. It also provides insight into some of the 
difficulties of the network and how they affect 
outputs. Even though there are some difficulties 
relating to defining network goals and achieving 
concrete and tangible results, the network has a very 
high level of activity along with a very good level of 
dissemination of ideas. In addition, the participants 
are very pleased with how the network is run.”   
 
News from task group 7 
Joint European Masters  
The TAPRI Conference held in Tampere, Finland 2-
3 June provided an opportunity to promote the idea 
and contents of the European Master in Consumer 
Citizenship. Victor Dordio from task group 7 was 
invited from the organisation and presented the 
paper “Euro-Mediterranean Challenges for a 
European Master in “Consumer Citizenship”  
towards sustainable development” . The TAPRI 
organisation plans to publish a book with the texts of 
the communications to the conference. For further 
information, please contant Victor Dordio: 
evoraconta@hotmail.com   
 
LOLA Endorsements and adaptations  
The LOLA (Looking for Likely Alternatives) 
teaching materials have now also been translated 
into Spanish and are downloadable online: 
www.sustainable-everyday.net/lolaprocess/ 

LOLA has been endorsed by the Portugese Ministry 
of Education and is presented with a link on their 
website. The Ministry of Education in Ireland has 
established a working group to adapt LOLA to their 
curriculum. Sara Girardi presented a paper about the 
LOLA process at the SCORE! conference 
(Sustainable Consumption Research Exchanges, 
which is a framework 6 project of the European 
Commission). The conference was held in Brussels 
10-11 March 2008 and attended by a wide range of 
researchers who focus on sustainable consumption, 
design and production. A new publication about the 
EMUDE project has been completed. It includes an 
article about the LOLA process. The LOLA 
ambassadors came together following the CCN 
Tallinn conference and held a work shop, 
concentrating on how to adapt LOLA to their 
specific national conditions.  
 

 
 
Winner of the CCN student essay 
contest 
Elien Gevaert from the University of KATHO in 
Belgium won the CCN student essay contest with 
her essay entitled “Good and bad information – who 
can you believe?”  Elien received a certificate of 
recognition for her efforts and attended the CCN 
Tallinn conference. 
 
To buy and learn at the same time 
A Nordic project for education for sustainable 
consumption targeting young people and adults held 
its first international conference in Copenhagen, 
Denmark 21 April 2008. The Consumer Citizenship 
Network was resented and there was extensive 
interest in the research and teaching materials 
prepared by the CCN.    www.dfs.dk/netavisen  
 
TOPACE AWARDS 
The tower person awards for consumer education 
were presented at the CCN Tallinn conference. 
Rosella Bannister, USA, received the international 
award for 2008 and Mike Kitson from The United 
Kingdom received the European Topace award for 
2008. 
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Dates to remember 
10 July: Deadline for submitting final 
versions of conference articles 
30 September: Time sheets and dissemination 
reports to Core Unit  
September  2008: CCN2 steering group 
meeting 
November 2008: Meetings of CCN task 
groups with specific needs 
1 December 2008: Submission of abstracts 
for presentations at CCN2 final conference  

15 January 2009: Registration for final 
CCN2 conference (and task group meetings)  
22 March 2009 CCN2 Steering group and 
task group meetings, in Berlin. 
22-24 March 2009 The sixth and final CCN 
International Conference, Berlin, Germany. 
The conference is entitled: Making a 
Difference – Putting Consumer Citizenship 
into Action and will be held at the Technical 
University of Berlin. 
 

 

Making a Difference: 
Putting Consumer Citizenship into Action                                        

22-24 March 2009         Ber lin, Germany 
 
The Consumer Citizenship Network is pleased to announce that the Technical University of Berlin will host the 
sixth annual international CCN conference. The conference will focus, among other things, on the following 
themes: 

-   In what ways is consumer citizenship facilitated in different parts of the world? 
-  What kind of research is necessary for the development of consumer citizenship education? 

-  What is the relationship between consumer citizenship education and education for sustainable consumption? 
-   How can education lead to people choosing sustainable lifestyles? 

-  How are new international standards for social responsibility dependent on active consumer citizenship? 
 

More details about the focus and themes of the conference will be distributed 
 on the CCN website and by e-mail after the summer. 

 

Begin preparing your presentations now. You might want to consider working together with another CCN partner. 
Conference papers which are a cooperative effort between three or more CCN partners will be given priority. The 
conference committee hopes the CCN partners will make sure their papers are closely connected to the conference 
themes, of as high quality as possible, and include constructive suggestions for solutions rather than merely analysis 
of problems. Multimedia presentations will also be considered. 
 

Submission of abstracts: 1 December 2008. 
First deadline for registering for the conference is 15 January 2009 

Please note that CCN task group meetings will be held on Sunday 22 March 2009 
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